
 
 

 

ART COURSE DESCRIPTIONS (AR) 
Department Chair: Rick Jones, jonesr@centergrove.k12.in.us  

 
Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (4000) 
CGHS Course #: AR101 
Weighted course: No 
Grade level: 9,10,11,12 
Length: 1 semester 
Credit(s): One 
Prerequisite(s): none 
 

The Intro to 2D Art course is an exploratory 

hands-on art course that provides students with 

a diverse range of art experiences with art 

mediums such as graphite, pen & ink, color 

pencil and oil pastels. The Elements and 

Principles of Design are explored in depth, 

giving students a good art vocabulary.  This is an 

ideal course for students of all skill levels and it 

provides a good platform for preparing students 

for further studies in art.  Students will gain 

experience with a variety of 2-D media and 

explore topics such as art history, criticism, 

aesthetics and design. 

Advanced Two-Dimensional Art (4004) 
(Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art Two) 
CGHS Course #: AR102 
Grade level: 9,10,11,12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Prerequisite(s): Introduction to Two-
Dimensional Art 
 

In Advanced Two-Dimensional Art, students will 
build upon the skills and knowledge that they 
have gained in Intro to 2D Art by exploring 
additional art mediums such as printmaking, 
painting and mixed media. The students will 
continue to become familiar with art concepts, 
historical art, artists and the Artist Critique 
Process. This class is a continuation of the 
Introduction to 2-D Art class and continues to 
provide a solid foundation for furthering their 
education in the Arts. 
 

Drawing (Foundational) (4060) 
CGHS Course #: AR211 

Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No 
Prerequisite(s): Intro to Two Dimensional Art or 
Middle School Art Teacher recommendation for 
incoming freshmen 
 

Foundational Drawing is a full year course that 
initially focuses on how to improve each 
student's ability to draw, with accurate 
representation, what he or she sees. Students 
will explore how to see and apply proportion, 
detail, and value with foundational drawing 
techniques to create drawings that are realistic 
representations of what they see. The portrait is 
the primary visual subject. Second semester the 
students will use their improved drawing skills 
to create images that emphasize creativity, 
style, expression, and composition. Second 
semester also introduces a variety of art 
mediums such as pen and ink, pastels, and 
other art mediums.  The origins of art and the 
history of art within western civilization is a 
core instructional focus. The final exam both 
semesters is a critical thinking compare and 
contrast summation research paper based on 
two works of art history that were covered in 
class during each semester. 
 

Ceramics (4004) 
CGHS Course #: AR241 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Recommended Lexile: N/A 
Weighted Course: No 
Prerequisite(s): Introduction to 2D Art/ 
Advanced 2D Art  
 

Ceramics teaches students engage in sequential 
learning experiences of clay hand building 
techniques such as pinch construction, coil 
construction, slab construction, and sculpture in 
order to produce a portfolio of high quality 
ceramic artworks. Students are also introduced 
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to throwing on the pottery wheel in this course, 
and should leave with the understanding of 
how to throw cups, bowls, plates, and platters.  
Ceramics is a hands on physical course that is 
dirty but yet rewarding. During the production 
of works in this course, basic slip, glaze, and 
firing techniques will be explored. 
 

Photography (4062) 
CGHS Course #: AR251  
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length of Course: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No   Dual Credit: no 
Prerequisite(s): None  
 

Photography is a beginning level, darkroom 
photography course. Students will be taught the 
proper use of their camera, developing their 
own film, and how to produce quality black & 
white photos.  Most assignments will require 
that the students take their photos as 
homework and may involve a fair amount of 
time to complete outside of the classroom.  
Additional fees for photo paper and film will be 
required to complete assignments. Students 
must furnish their own single lens reflex 35 mm 
film camera with manual capabilities.  A built in 
flash or an attachable flash is also required.  
Fully automatic cameras are not permitted 
because they do not allow the student the 
flexibility to create photographs required in 
many of the assignments.  (Please check with 
the photography teacher if you have questions.) 
 

Fiber Arts (4046) 
CGHS Course #: AR261 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No     Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None, but Intro to Two 
Dimensional Art is encouraged  
 

This Fiber course will allow students to explore 
Fibers as an art form. Students will explore how 
to create designs for each art medium. Some of 
the art experiences will be Batik, Silk painting, 
Embroidery, Felt-piecing, Basketry, Weaving, 
Quilting and tie-dying. Students will explore the 

Elements and Principles of Art, which are the 
basis and foundation for all art. They will 
become familiar with the planning and art 
making process of each medium. Students will 
be introduced to new artists within each 
medium and become familiar with the Artist 
Critique Process.  Students will be asked to 
provide some of their materials. 
 

Drawing (Responsive) and Painting (4060/4064 
CGHS Course #: AR311 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No   Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Foundational Drawing  
 

Responsive Drawing and Painting is a yearlong 

course.  The primary focus first semester is on 

expanding drawing skills. This course 

sequentially builds upon the lessons and 

experiences taught in Foundational Drawing.  

Students master college level drawing skills of 

life drawing, utilizing the human figure as the 

subject. Students learn how to see and apply 

the blending of colors with colored pencils to 

create drawings that depict their subject with 

vivid and realistic colors. This course also 

emphasizes composition, and creativity. Art 

history of the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries is covered. The final exam is a critical 

thinking compare and contrast summation of 

two works of art history that was studied in 

class. The focus of second semester is 

watercolor painting. Students learn to master a 

wide range of watercolor painting techniques 

that they combine with their comprehension of 

color. Art of the 20th century is studied. Second 

semester the final exam is their last painting, 

which is to demonstrate the depth and breadth 

of their technical mastery and color 

comprehension. 
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Visual Communications (4086) 
CGHS Course #: AR331 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No     Dual credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): None, but Intro to 2D Art is 
suggested 
 

The emphasis of Visual Communications is 
creative problem solving.  Students will use 
Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator to 
communicate artistically and effectively.  The 
course is divided into two sections.  Students 
begin by reviewing the Elements and Principles 
of Art through specific product designs.  
Students will design products like event 
invitations, t-shirts, concert merchandise, 
restaurant logos and menus, and sneakers; 
however, these projects are subject to change.  
The second half of the course focuses on photo 
editing and digital drawing.  Throughout this 
course, students will learn how they can apply 
their artistic abilities in future careers.  Visual 
Communications is a yearlong course that is 
mandatory for all students planning to major in 
art in college. 
 

Visual Communications 2 (4086) 
CGHS Course #: AR431 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No     Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Visual Communications  
 

The emphasis of Visual Communications 2 is to 
build upon the foundation of skills that were 
mastered in Visual Communications 1. This 
course emphasis is on visual creative problem 
solving. Photoshop and Illustrator software is 
the primary software tool that students use to 
create art. Wacom graphics tablets are also 
utilized. Graphic design projects such as logos, 
CD covers, brochure covers, event designs, and 
poster designs continue to be explored. 
Animation will also be explored within this 
course. Visual Communications 2 will afford 
more advanced design problems like company 

brand portfolios and animated gifs. Other major 
areas of study include: the history of graphic 
design, evaluating the design process, overall 
review of the industry of graphic design and 
possible career paths, the importance of design 
in the age of social media, “on-the-job” 
experiences, design terminology, and the 
evolution of custom illustrations and digital 
painting. These topics will be explored through 
project-based learning. Students will dive into 
these topics by creating original designs, 
illustrations, gifs, and digital paintings. Students 
will leave this class with a college-ready design 
portfolio. Visual Communications 2 is a yearlong 
course that is mandatory for all students 
planning on majoring in art in college.   
 

Ceramics (Advanced) (4040) 
CGHS Course #: AR341 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length of Course: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No       Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Ceramics and teacher approval  
 

Advanced Ceramics students will move towards 
mastery of both hand building and throwing 
techniques.  Intermediate and advanced 
pottery wheel techniques will be explored 
through the production of forms such as vases, 
bottles, hollow rings, and multiple section 
thrown forms.  Functional stoneware pottery 
will be stressed as students' increase scale, 
intricacy, and consistency in the production of 
their works.  Non- functional works will also be 
produced, especially in exploration of sculpture 
and the production of a bust.  New clays as well 
as more demanding firing and glazing 
techniques will be explored.  Students must be 
able to work independently, including the 
ability to explore and expand upon previously 
learned content through individual research.  
Students must be able to throw a 6-inch 
cylinder and have some basic sculptural skills.  
Ceramics Advanced students would be mature, 
driven, and dedicated to work to better 
themselves every day in class through constant 
practice and product development. 
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Photography (Advanced) (4062) 
CGHS Course #: AR351 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length of Course: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two  
Weighted Course: No       Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Photography  
 

The emphasis of Advanced Photography is for 
students to produce a portfolio that will exhibit 
their talents in photography.  Students will 
experience a variety of professional level artistic 
methods of producing photographs.  Portfolios 
will be of great importance to the students as 
they interview with prospective colleges, 
photography schools, and employers.  Students 
considering taking Advanced Photography 
should realize that they need ample time after 
school and weekends to photograph their 
assignments.  They will also, have assignments 
to photograph over the summer before school 
starts in the fall.  This course is for the students 
who are serious about photography.  In 
addition, students will be required to purchase 
their own film and photo paper. 
 

Fiber Arts (Advanced) (4046) 
CGHS Course #: AR361 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No     Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Fiber Arts  
 

In Advanced Fibers students will combine 
techniques/mediums that they learned in taking 
Fiber Arts.  New fiber art processes to produce 
sophisticated works of art will be introduced.  
Students will provide some of their own 
materials. They will produce projects such as 
modern batiks, wall hangings, quilts, handmade 
paper and tie dying. Students will also explore 
and learn to critique a variety of contemporary 
fiber artists. 
 
 
 
 

Drawing (Advanced) / Painting (Advanced) 
(4060/4064) 
CGHS Course #: AR411 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: No    Dual credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Drawing (Responsive)  
 

Painting Advanced Drawing/ Advanced Painting 
will prepare students who want to pursue a 
degree in the arts.  Students will produce a 
portfolio of work ready for college review and 
submission.  Students will continue their 
drawing and painting skills with a variety of 
mediums such as:  colored pencil, charcoal, 
conte, oil paint and pastels.  Students will work 
from live models, still life, and composite 
imagery. This is an excellent precursor to AP 
Studio Art. 
 

AP Studio Art (2D Design) (4050) 
CGHS Course #: AR493 
Grade Level: 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: Yes     Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Photography Advanced/teacher 

recommendation  

The AP Studio 2D Design course is intended to 

address a broad interpretation of two-

dimensional design issues.  Any photography 

student interested in earning AP credit should 

sign up for this course. Design involves 

purposeful decision-making about how to use 

the elements and principles of art in an 

integrative way. Students are expected to 

create a portfolio that demonstrates proficiency 

in 2-D design in photography. A variety of 

approaches to representation, abstraction, and 

expression may be part of the student's 

portfolio. Portfolios will be submitted to 

Advanced Placement for judging. Students will 

provide some of their own materials. 
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AP Studio Art (3-D Design) (4052) 
CGHS Course #: AR495 
Grade Level: 12  
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: Yes    Dual Credit: No 
Prerequisite(s): Ceramics (Advanced)  
 

AP Studio Art 3-D Design is a portfolio course 
for Advanced Placement credit that is intended 
to address a broad interpretation of three 
dimensional challenges primarily in ceramics. 
Design involves purposeful decision making 
about how to use the elements and principles 
of art in an integrated way. A variety of 
approaches to representation, abstraction, and 
expression may be part of the students' 
portfolio. 
 

 

AP Studio Art (Drawing/Painting) (4048) 
CGHS Course #: AR497 
Grade Level: 12 
Length: 2 Semesters 
Credit(s): Two 
Weighted Course: Yes   Dual: No 
Prerequisite(s): Responsive Drawing/Painting 
and teacher recommendation  
 

AP Drawing/Painting Portfolio is designed to 
address a very broad interpretation of drawing 
content and media. Light and shade, line 
quality, rendering of form, composition, surface 
manipulation, and illusion of depth are some of 
the drawing challenges that may be addressed 
through a variety of means. Many works of 
painting, printmaking, and mixed media, as well 
as abstract, observational, and inventive works 
may qualify. Students will be expected to create 
a concentration of art, which primarily will be 
created out of class, which will be submitted for 
Advanced Placement judging. Students will 
provide some of their own materials. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Advance Fine Arts, College Credit (VU-ARTT 
110)-Art Appreciation (3 College Credit) (4260) 
CGHS Course #: AR500E 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One 
Weighted Course: No   Dual Credit: Yes 
Prerequisite(s): Requires VU Accuplacer score; 
non-EC students must complete an application  
 

Art Appreciation is a dual credit college course 
in art, which explores the creative processes of 
humankind. This course covers the vast range or 
artistic periods and styles in art as they relate to 
the human condition. Students must complete 
research-based work for both written and oral 
presentation. This course is a transferIN course. 
Art Appreciation is NOW AVAILABLE for Non-
Early College who are planning to attend college 
to study. 
VU tuition charge apply. 
 

Advance Fine Arts, College Credit (VU-
THEA100)-Theatre Appreciation (3 College 
Credit) (4260) 
CGHS Course #: AR501E 
Dual Credit: Yes 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length: 1 Semester 
Credit(s): One   
Weighted Course: No    Dual Credit: Yes 
Prerequisite(s):  Requires VU Accuplacer score; 
non-EC students must complete an application. 
 

An introduction to the understanding and 
appreciation of the theatre's role in the modern 
world, including a survey of dramatic structure 
and analysis and the functions of the actor, 
director, designer, and critic.   
 
**Depending on master schedule, this course 
could be offered via online through Vincennes 
University or as a HELPS course (online through 
VU with a designated high school teacher and 
class meeting time) VU tuition charge will apply.  
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